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106. Coturnix communis, Bonn. —Pegu.

107. Turnix maculosa, ^emm.
', T.blanfordi,^\yth,i. A..'^.^.

1863, p. 80.—Thayet Myo.

108. Turnix ocellata (Scop.). —Puppa Hill, near Pagan.

109. Charadrius longipes, Temra. —Bassein district.

110. Chcetusia cinerea (Blyth). —Bassein.

111. Hoplopterus ventr'alis, Cuv. —Banks of rivers; Pegu and

Ava.

112. Sarciophorus bilobus (Gmel.). —Thayet Myo.

113. Qlldicnemus crepitans, Tcmm.—Yenan-khyoung. I found

a considerable flock in September. This is probably the most

eastern locality known for the bird, and is an additional in-

stance of the occurrence of western species in Upper Burma.

XXXVI.

—

On Additional Collections of Birds from, the Fantee

Country. By R. B. Shabpe, F.L.S., Libr. Z.S., &c.

(Plate XIV.)

Since the appearance of my last paper on the Ornithology of

Fantee [supra, pp. 52-59), I have been so foi'tunate as to receive

for description no less than five collections from this locality;

and it will readily be believed that an examination of so large a

series of birds has led to the discovery of many new and in-

teresting facts.

The first collection was received from Mr. Higgins, whose

endeavours to procure me specimens from Western Africa I have

the greatest pleasure in acknowledging. No novelties were

contained in it ; but a few birds in interesting stages of plumage

were received.

The second collection was placed at my service by Professor

Schlegel, who, with the utmost kindness, recently showed me
the treasures of the great Museum at Leyden, and, perceiving

the interest which I felt in West-African birds, most liberally

allowed me to bring to London, for description, a small remnant

of one of the collections sent from the Gold Coast, by the Dutch

Governor Nagtglas. As nearly all the species it contained proved

to be new, the value of Professor Schlegel's act cannot be too

highly appreciated.
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The third collection is the first consignment, I trust, of a

series, an account of which I hope, from time to time, to lay

before the readers of ' The Ibis/ Through a chain of fortuitous

circumstances, I made the acquaintance of His Excellency Go-

vernor Ussher, now in Fantee; and part of the materials of the

present paper is due to that gentleman's goodness.

I also take this opportunity of returning my best thanks

to StafF-Surgeon B. Hinde, who had also begun to collect

for me, and had already obtained some birds, when ill-health

unfortunately compelled him to return home. He then most

kindly took under his charge the collection forwarded by His

Excellency, and brought it to England in beautiful condition.

The specimens of which it consists are all preserved in the best

possible manner, and alone are sufficient to show how much an

energetic naturalist may do, even in a district so well explored as

the Fantee country is supposed to be.

For the fourth collection I am indebted to another kind friend,

Mr. Andrew Svv^anzy, F.L.S,, who submitted to my inspection

an excellent series of Fantee birds which he had received from

time to time. Full notices of the species in Mr. Swanzy's pos-

session will be found in the body of the paper ; but I must express

my obligations to hira for the gift of many valuable specimens,

thus making my series of Fantee birds more complete. Lastly,

and after I had finished with the other four collections, a second

consignment of bird-skins from Governor Ussher has reached

me, just in time to record in their proper places the species it

contains. During his recent visit to the river Volta he was so

good as to take a collector ; and I feel sure that all ornitho-

logists will be thankful to him for this proof of zeal in the good

cause, as through his endeavours we have now some information

about the ornithology of a hitherto unexplored locality. In his

last letter he writes :
—" I observed, on the Volta, Pelicans and

a very small Flamingo (rose-colour and black), a few Curlews,

Sandpipers, and so forth, and a very few of a common kind of

Teal, grey and chestnut, which I have shot at most places on

the coast ; but, as a rule, water-birds were very wild and very

scarce. The banks of the Volta are open, and not sedgy, and

afford but little cover for them ; but for the war, however, I
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could have got double the number. Hippopotaoii and Cro-

codiles were common."

Before^ however^ entering upon the particulars which all these

collections furnish, 1 wish to make a few notes on the birds re-

corded by me in my former papers, especially as some correc-

tions are necessary.

Ibis, 1869, p. 187. —Trichophorus gularis (no. 5) is the true

Criniger gularis (Sw.), as I have ascertained by comparison

with the type. The specific term, however, being preoc-

cupied by Horsfield, the species will stand as C. tephrogemjs,

Jard. & Selby, if that be really the same, which appears

doubtful.

, p. 191.

—

Sycobius cristatus (no. 31). In Mr. Ussher's

collection is a specimen of a Sycobius which Dr. Finsch

identifies as the young of this species ; and I am inclined

to agree with him. The following is a description :

—

Above deep glossy-black, with a slight tinge of brown on

the lores and base of the mandible; underneath dusky

black, tinged with brown on the thi*oat and under tail-

coverts ; bill dark brownish horn-colour, paler and in-

clining to yellow on the lower mandible ; legs pale brown.

Total length 5 inches, bill '7, wing 2*7, tail 1*6, tarsus '65.

, p. 191.

—

Sycobius scutatus (no. 32). In the last col-

lection received from Mr. Higgins was a young specimen,

apparently a nestling, of this rather rare species. I there-

fore give a description of the bird, as it is in most curious

plumage and contrasts markedly with the adult:

—

^ jun.

niger : fronte, gutture, pectore superiore, crissoque scarlati-

nis : rostro brunneo.

, p. 191.

—

Sycobius nuchalis, Elliott, is certainly the

same as Euplectes rvjivelatus, Fraser (P.Z.S. 1842, p. 142) ;

but that this is the same as Sycobius malimbus (Temm.) as

stated by Dr. Hartlaub (Orn. Westafr. p. 132), I am not

quite convinced.

, p. 193.

—

Barbatula duchaillui (no. 44) is referred to

the genus Xylobucco by Messrs. Marshall (Monogr. Cap-

itou. pt. 2) . I can hardly agree in this view ; for the pro-

portions of the inner hind toe are decidedly different in the
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present bird, when compared with X. scolopacea, the type

of the genus.

Ibis, 1869, p. 383.

—

Nedarinia angolensis (no. 67). By some

unaccountable mistake the name of this species was inserted

instead of that of N. adalberti; and I hasten to correct the

oversight. Further investigation may prove the former to

be an inhabitant of Fantee ; but as yet the species has

not been shewn to occur there.

, p. 384.

—

Lamprocolius purpureiceps (no. 71). M. Jules

Verreaux, who has seen my specimen, tells me that it is L.

cupreicauda (Temm.).

, p. 384. —Nigrita emilia (no. 75). I am not so san-

guine as I was concerning the distinctness of this new

species from N. cinereicapilla. It appears that all Nigritce

take a considerable time to get their fully adult plumage

;

thus N. luteifrons, from Gaboon, is grey underneath in the

young, black in the adult ; and if this is the case in one

species, the absence of a white rump in another ought not

to be of much consequence. Moreover, in Mr. Ussher^s

last collection is a Nigrita from the Volta, which may be

described as follows : —Unicolor ardesiaca, uropygio concolori,

Cauda nitenti-nigra : subalaribus interioribus dorse proximis

albidis. Mr. Ussher considers this to be a new species ; but I

should like to see some additional specimens before decid-

ing on the question, as it may be the very young of iV.

cinereicapilla, and myN. emilice the same species in an inter-

mediate stage of plumage. On the other hand, however,

I have seen in my own and in Mr. Swanzy's collection at

least twenty specimens of N. emilicB from Fantee, and not

one of them had the white rump of N. cinereicapilla.

, p. 385.

—

Musophaga gigantea (no. 80). Mr. Ussher

has sent a fine specimen, shot at Accra, Feb. 1870.

p. 386.

—

Trachyphonus purpuratus (no. 86). My
specimens were not, as I supposed, the young of this species,

but turn out to be the nearly allied, but distinct T. goffini

[cf. Marshall, Monogr. Capiton. pt. 4).

Ibis, 1870, p. 52. —Criniger pallescens (no. 98). From a com-

parison of the type of Swainson's PhyUastrephus scandens,
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I find that the two species are identical, and the bird must

stand as Criniger scandens (Swains.).

Ibis, 1870, p. 52.

—

Nectarinia fantensis (no, 103) is N.phao-

thorax of Dr. Hartlaub, as already pointed out by that

gentleman (supra, p. 443)

.

, p. 53.

—

Cassinia finschi (no. 104). The Leydeu Mu-

seum also has a specimen of this bird from Fantee.

, p. 55.

—

Laniarius ckloris (no. 107) is the type of the new

genus Nicator, Hartl. & Finsch (Vog. Ost.-Afr. p. 359),

and should stand as N. chloris (Val.).

As in my former papers on this subject, a dagger (f) is

affixed to all species believed to have been met with in Fantee for

the first time ; and the same works are referred to now as then.

127. Andropadus gracilirostris, Strick. ; Hartl., Journ.

f. Orn. 1855, p. 360.

One specimen received from Mr. Higgins. Also procured by

Heer Pel on the Rio Boutry.

128. Ixus INORNATUS, Fras. ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 88.

One specimen in the collection received from Mr. Higgins.

1 129. Alethe maculicauda, Hartl., J. f. 0. 1861, p. 162.

One specimen in the first collection sent by Mr. Ussher.

My new genus, Oxylabes, lately described, from Madagascar

(c/. P. Z. S. 1870, p. 386), is closely allied, and indeed hardly

separable. The species now sent comes very near to A. castanea,

Cassin, but is distinguishable at once by the white tips to the

tail-feathers, as well as by other small differences.

1 130. Illadopsis gularis, sp. n.

I. affinis I. fulvescenti, sed paullo major, pectore toto sordide

rufescente.

Above rufous-brown, much brighter on the lower part of the

back and rump
;

quills dull brown, edged with rufous ; cheeks

greyish-white, with brown markings ; throat white ; rest of the

under surface of the body pale reddish, much deeper on the

flanks and sides of the body ; upper mandible dark horn-brown,

lower mandible yellowish ; feet dull brown. Total length 6

inches, wing 2*7, tail 2-1, tarsus '9.



Birds from the Faiitee Country. 475

The two specimens from which the above descriptions have

been taken are in the Leyden Museum, obtained by Nagtglas at

Elmina, in July 1861. In general appearance the species re-

sembles T. fulvescens (Cass.) from Gaboon, but is slightly larger

and is altogether rufescent underneath, without the white on the

abdomen, so that the white throat stands out more conspicuously,

hence the name I have selected for the species.

131. CisTicoLA scH(ENicoLA,Bp. CcMm^rtns,Hartl.,Orn.West-

afr. p. 264. Drymceca uroinjgialis, Fras. ; Hartl., op. cit. p. 56.

Mr. Ussher has sent several specimens of this bird from the

Volta, and also from Cape Coast. From Mr. Fraser's descrip-

tion I had no difficulty in making it out to be his D. urojjygialis,

but could not reconcile it with his figure (Zool. Typ. pi. 42,

fig. 2) —the subject of which I cannot identify ; but it most cer-

tainly does not agree with his description in the least. I have,

however, set all doubts on the subject at rest by a comparison of

my specimens with the type in the British Museum.

tl32. Drymceca erythrops, Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 58.

Two specimens from the Volta.

133. Drymceca melanorhyncha, Jard., Contr. Orn. 1852,

p. 60; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 56.

Mr. Ussher has sent some specimens from the Volta ; and

there is one at Leyden, sent by Nagtglas. I have compared

these with a bird in the British Museun), marked as above by

Sir William Jardine, and find them to be identical.

134. Drymceca ery'throptera, Jard., Contr. Orn. 1849,

p. 15, pi. 15 ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 55.

Mr. Ussher has sent from the Volta two specimens of this

Warbler, or at least what I take to be Sir William Jardine's

bird (/. c.) . They differ from his figure in the bill, which is long

and entirely black. Moreover they difi'er considerably inter se;

for one has more rufous about it than the other, especially on

the nape of the neck and back, whereas the other is grey

all down the back, becoming rufous only towards the rump.

Yet I think they belong to one and the same species.

fl35. Drymceca N/EVIa, Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 56.

One specimen from the Volta.
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tl36. Drymosca swanzii, sp. u.

D. affinis D. laterali, sed supra cinerascens, vertice suhrufo et

ala breviore distinguenda.

Fore part of the head dull rufous-browu ; upper portion of

the body ashy-grey ; wing-coverts greyish-brown ; edge of the

wing pale yellow
;

quills dull brown^ the secondaries paler and

indistinctly undulated in certain lights, the outer web broadly

washed with bright rufous, the inner web pale rufous at the

base ; tail ashy-grey, the middle feathers indistinctly undulated

in certain lights, and all the feathers rather broadly barred

across the tip ; under surface of the body fulvous-white ; sides

of the body grey, but more distinctly fulvous on the lower

flanks ; thighs pale rufous ; bill black, the lower mandible yel-

low at the base; legs pale rufous. Total length 4*3 in., bill

•55, wing 2'2, tail 1'7, tarsus '7.

This species I am unable to reconcile with any description.

The British Museum also has a specimen, but with no name

attached to it, and I have no alternative but to describe it as

new. It is closely allied to D. lateralis, Fraser (P. Z. S. 1843,

p. 16), but differs in being slightly smaller, in the dull-rufous

forehead and the shorter wing, in addition to the grey colour-

ing of the upper surface.

tl47. Drymceca brachyptera, sp. n. (PI. XIV. fig. 1.)

D. supra saturate hrunnea unicolor, uropygio paullo rufescente

;

supercilio alhicanti; genisfulvescentibus rufo tinctis ; tectricibus

alarum grisescenti-brunneis, rnajoribus rufo inarginatis ; flex-

ura alee albida ; remigibus brunneis, extus late rufescente

inarginatis ; cauda brunnea, rufo marginata, rectricibus

mediis concoloribus, reliquis ante apicetn pallide fulvescentem

nigro transnotatis ; gula alba ; corpoi-e subtus late fulvo,

tibiis rufescentibus : rostro corneo, mandibula fiava ; pedibus

flavicantibus.

Above very dark brown, paler on the rump, which inclines to

rufous; feathers between the bill and the eye, extending backwards

over the latter, white slightly tinged with fulvous ; wing-coverts

greyish-brown, the greater coverts edged with rufous, edge of

the wing fulvous
;

quills blackish-brown, paler at the base of

the inner web, the outer web broadly edged with rufous ; tail

brown, tinged with rufous, the tips of all the feathers being
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clear rufous-brown, the rest of the feather deep blackish-brown,

more pronounced just before the tip, but the deep black of the

whole feather does not give the bar across the feather so cha-

racteristic of other species ; the two middle feathers uniform

dark brown, margined with rufous ; throat white ; rest of the

under surface of the body deep fulvous, especially on the Hanks

and thighs ; under wing- and tail-coverts pale fulvous ; bill

horn-brown, lower mandible yellowish ; feet yellow. Total

length 34 in., bill from front "4, wing 1*6, tail 1'3, tarsus 'GS.

This is another species which I have failed to identify, although

from its minute size I think I should have discovered its name,

had it been anywhere described. As far as I can see, it is

nearest to D. superciliosa, Swains. ; but it is very much smaller

and darker, and has not the character of the distinct black caudal

bar possessed by that species.

Both birds here described as new are from the river Volta,

sent by Mr. Ussher.

tl38. Camaroptera icterica (Strickl.). Chlorojjeta icte-

rica, Haiti., Orn. Westafr. p. 60.

One specimen sent by Mr. Ussher from Cape Coast.

139. Camaroi'tera brevicaudata (Riipp.) ; Finsch, Journ.

f. Orn. 1869, p. 335.

From the Volta. Dr. Finsch (Z. c.) has already recorded it

from the Gold Coast.

140. Hylia prasina, Cass. Proc. Ac. N. S. Philad. 1855,

p. 325. " Stiphrornis superciliaris, Temm.," Hartl., Journ. f.

Orn. 1855, p. 355. Chloropeta super ciliaris, Id., Orn. West-

afr. p. 60.

A single specimen of this interesting bird in Mr. Ussher^s

collection. Dr. Finsch was the first to draw my attention to

the identity of the species mentioned above.

tl41. Nectarinia CYANOL^MA,Jard. ; Hartl., Orn. West-

afr. p. 51.

N. sericeo-fuliginosa, alls et cauda saturatioribus ; sincipite et

jugulo metallice purpureis : subtus fuliginosa, pallidior ; fas-

ciculis oxillaribus limoneis ; rostro et pedibus nigris.

Above dull smoky-brown, with a blackish gloss; quills
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blackish-brown, the secondaries rather paler ; tail blackish-

brown, paler underneath ; fore part of the head and entire

throat purplish-blue; cheeks and ear-coverts dark brown; under

surface of the body paler brown ; axillary tufts lemon-yellow

;

bill and feet black. Total length 5-8 in., bill -95, wing 2*7,

tail 1'9, tarsus '6.

I have thought it worth while to describe this species, as it is

extremely rare in collections, and specimens differ in coloration.

That described is in the Leyden Museum, and was obtained in

Fantee by Nagtglas.

tl42. Nectarinia johann^e, Verr. ; Hartl,, Orn. Westafr.

p. 45.

A male sent by Mr. Ussher in his first collection. He in-

forms me that it is very rare in Fantee.

tl43. Nectarinia verticalis (Reich.) ; Hartl., Orn. West-

afr. p. 50.

In the collection received from Mr. Higgins.

tl44. Nectarinia obscura, Jard. ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 50.

In the collection received from Mr. Higgins.

tI45. Nectarinia subcollaris (Reich.) ; Hartl., Orn.

Westafr. p. 52.

This species would appear to be tolei-ably common in Fantee,

as every collection lately received contains examples of it. One

specimen was sent by Mr. Ussher from the Volta.

tl46. Nectarinia fuliginosa (Shaw) ; Hartl., Orn. West-

afr. p. 43.

Of this beautiful Sunbird, Mr. Ussher has sent several speci-

mens from the Volta, Lagos, and Cape Coast ; so that it is not

rare in Fantee, although not recorded thence before. Mr,

Swanzy also has specimens.

tl47. Nectarinia reichenbachi, Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 50.

Two specimens sent from the Volta by Mr. Ussher. M.

Verreaux, who possesses the type, has seen them and pro-

nounced them to be correctly determined.
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148, PsALiDOPROCNE HOLOMEL^NA (Sundev.)
J

Sharpc,

P.Z.S. 1870, p. 288.

One specimen in Mr. Ussher's last collection, shot by him at

Fort Victoria, Cape Coast.

tl49. CoTYLE ciNCTA (Bodd.) ; Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1870, p. 297.

One specimen from the Volta. The only Cotijle known to

occur so far north in Western Africa is C, eques, Hartl., de-

scribed from Prince's Island. When I wrote my paper on the

African Swallows (/. c.) I had never seen the species ; but I sepa-

rated it from C. cincta on account of the white which it was

stated to possess on the outer tail-feather. If, as I have good

reason to believe, the Fantee bird is the same as the species

from Prince's Island, I would not now separate it from C. cincta,

from which it differs only in its darker coloration and smaller

length of wing, characters which a larger series would be sure

to show are not specific.

150. HiRUNDOPUELLA,Temm.; Sharpe, P.Z.S. 1870, p. 319.

One specimen.

flSl. BuTALis coMiTATUs, Cass. ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 265.

Above dark grey, the feathers of the head long and very

broad, forming a sort of crest
;

quills and tail-feathers deep

blackish-brown ; lores whitish ; feathers between the bill and

the eye black ; cheeks pale grey ; throat and abdomen white,

tinged slightly on the latter with fulvous; upper part of the

breast pale rusty-grey, inclining to darker grey on the sides of

the body ; bill black ; feet dark brown. Total length 5 in., of

wing 2-85, tail 2*1, tarsus '96,

The above is a description of a specimen in the Leyden Mu-
seum.

This species must be very closely allied to Muscicapa mo-

desta, Hartl. {o'p. cit. p. 96), but seems nevertheless to be dis-

tinct, as far as can be gathered from descriptions, which are

never any great help in determining these Grey Flycatchers.

The principal difference seems to be in the much shorter length

of the tarsus in the Fantee bird, and in the total absence of
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white edgings to the primaries. I have three specimens of

B. comitatus before me, belonging to the Leyden Museum. One

of them appears to be a younger bird, and is much darker in

colour, and has more grey on the breast..

tl52. BuTALis EPULATUS, Cass, ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 96.

One specimen in Mr. Swanzy's collection.

tl53. Platystira senegalensis (L.) ; Hartl., Orn. West-

afr. p. 94.

One specimen sent by Mr. Ussher from the Volta.

tl54. Platystira leucopygialis, Fras. ; Hartl., Orn.

Westafr. p. 95.

Two females and one male in the collection received from

Mr. Higgins ; in Mr. Ussher^s first collection a single male,

beautifully preserved, and exhibiting fully the peculiar form of

this most aberrant Platystira. His specimen bears the follow-

ing remark :
—" Small spectacled Flycatcher. Wattles bright

scarlet.'' No one, to look at these wattles in the preserved

specimen, would guess their original colour in the living bird,

as they fade to a dull grey.

tl55. Terpsiphone tricolor (Fras.); Hartl., Orn. West-

afr. p. 90.

One specimen obtained by Nagtglas is in the Leyden Museum.

Muscipeta flaviventris, Verreaux (J. f. 0. 1855, p. 103), is syn-

onymous.

tl56. Terpsiphone atrochalybea (Thorns.) ; Hartl., Orn.

Westafr. p. 92.

One specimen in the collection received from Mr. Higgins.

tl57. Parus funereus (Verr.); Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 70.

One specimen in the Leyden Museum, obtained at Elmina

by Governor Nagtglas in Sept. 1861.

tl58. Parus leucopterus, Sw. ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 70.

Two specimens from the Volta, sent by Mr. Ussher. Fantee

is a new locality for this Titmouse, which is widely distributed

over Africa. I have it in my collection from the Gambia, Abys-

sinia, Natal, and Damara Land.
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tl59. DiCRTjRus ATRiPENNis, S\v. ; Hai'tl., Om. Westafr.

p. 101.

For the identification of this species I am indebted to Lord

Walden, our first authority on this difficult family of birds. It

would appear to be very rare in Fantee, only one specimen

having been received by me, while D. coracinus seems to be

numerous all over the Fantee country.

160. Macronyx croceus (Vieill.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 73.

In his last collection, Mr. Ussher has sent some very nice

specimens of this Pipit from Cape Coast and the river Volta.

It was sent by Riis from Aguapim.

tl61. Anthus gouldi, Fras. ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 73.

One specimen in Mr. Swanzy's collection.

This Pipit, now recorded from Fantee for the first time,

appears to be the West- African representative of the European

A. campestris, from which it principally differs in its smaller

size and darker coloration, especially on the head, which is of

an uniform dull brown, while in A. campestris it is striped.

Dr. Hartlaub (/. c.) describes the tail as " nigricanti- fusca, rec-

trice extima pallide ferruginea.^' This description suits very

well a specimen in my collection from the Gambia ; but in

another specimen from the same locality the outer web of the

last tail-feather is whitish upon the base for the greater part of

its length ; and in the bird just received from Fantee the greater

part of the outer feather is white.

162. Hyphantornis personatus (Vieill.) ; Hartl., Orn.

AVestafr. p. 123.

Mr. Ussher has sent several specimens from the Volta.

Fraser also obtained it at Cape Coast.

163. Spermestes bicolor (Fras.). Amadina bicolor, Hartl.,

Orn. Westafr. p. 148.

A single specimen in the collection received from Mr. Hig-

gins. More recently Mr. Ussher has sent numerous examples

both from the Volta and from Cape Coast.

N. S. VOL. VI. 2 M
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164. EsTRELDA MELPODA (VieiU.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 141.

One specimen in INIr. Svvanzy^s collection.

~V~ tl65. Pytelia schlegeli, sp. n. (Plate XIV. figs. 2, 3.)

c? . P. supra Icete olivaceo-viridis, iiropygio saturate aurantiaco :

facie jmlcherrime rosea : gutture et pectore superiore auran-

tiaco-brunneis, rosea tinctis : colli laterihus dorso concolori-

bus : remigibus brunneis, secundariis dorsi colore late lavatis :

Cauda nigricante, olivaceo lavata : corpoie subtus nigricante,

passim maculis parvis albis rotiindatis punctato : abdomine

imo tibiis et tectricibus svbcaudalibus ulivascenti-viridibus

:

rostro flavo, ad basin maxillce brunneo : pedibus flavis.

5. Supra olivaceo-viridis, uropijgio Icetiore : facie fulva : subtus

olivaceo- cinerascens.

Male. Above olive-green, golden-brown on the rump and

upper tail-coverts ; sides of the face and chin beautiful rosy-

red ; throat and upper part of the breast orange-brown, tinged

with rosy ; sides of the neck of the same colour as the back
;

quills brown, edged externally with olive-green like the back,

especially the secondaries, which are almost entirely of this

colour ; tail blackish, washed above with olive-green ; under

surface of the body black, studded all over with little round

spots of white; lower abdomen, thighs, and under tail-coverts

olive-green ; bill yellow, brown at the base of the upper man-

dible ; feet yellowish. Total length 4'7 in., wing 3, tail 1-15,

tarsus "6.

Female. Very dissimilar ; olive-green above, becoming

brighter on the rump ; face fulvous ; throat and the rest of

the under surface dull ashy, tinged with olive; bill yellow,

brown at the base of both mandibles. Total length 4*7 in.,

wing 2, tail 1*1, tarsus '6.

A pair of this beautiful Finch are in the Leyden Museum,

from Fantee, sent thence by Governor Nagtglas. I name the

species after Prof. Schlegel, who, by his unwearied endeavours,

has created in the minds of the Dutch officials in Africa an in-

terest in ornithology, which has led to the discovery of facts

most important to this science.

166. Crith AGRACHRYSOPVGA,Swains.; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 154 ; C. chrysopogon, .Tard., Contr. Orn. 1849, p. 9 [errore).
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From the Volta. Obtained iu Fantee by Dr. Gordon, as

mentioned by Sii' W. Jardine (/. c.)

.

167. Passer simplex (Svv.) ; Jard., Contr. Orn. 1849, p. 10 ;

Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 150.

One specimen in Mr. Swanzy's collection.

tl68. Oriolus auratus, Vieill. ; Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 216.

A specimen in Mr. Swanzy^s collection, received many years

ago from Fan tee.

tl69. Lamprocolius nitens (L,) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 118.

From the Volta. Mr. Ussher adds a note, " eyes scarlet."

170. Lamprocolius auratus (Gm.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 117.

Mr. Ussher has sent a beautiful specimen of this Glossy

Thrush with the accompanying note :

—

" Shot by me at Accra,

Feb. 1870., Eyes bright yellow, with black pupil."

171. CoRVUs scapulatus, Daud. ; Finsch & Hartl., Vog.

Ost-Afr. p. 374.

One specimen in Mr. Swanzy's collection.

tl72. Ch^tura ussheri, sp, n.

C. affinis C. cassini, sed diversa colore fuliginoso, Cauda multo

loiigiore, torque urnpygiali albo conspicue latiore, et pracipue

corpore suhtus ful'ujinoso , abdomine imo tantum albo, et gut-

ture albo plumis omnibus fuliginoso marginatis distingucnda.

General colour above smoky-brown, with a slight greenish

gloss in some lights ; lower part of the back and rump pure

white ; upper tail-coverts smoky-brown
;

quills glossy black,

pale brown on the inner web, the secondaries conspicuously

margined with white ; tail glossy black, with a greenish gloss

on the upper surface, the extremities of the feathers narrowly

edged with white ; throat and upper part of the breast dull

white, each feather margined with smoky-brown ; entire breast

glossy smoky-brown, with indistinct mottlings down the centre;

lower part of the abdomen pure white ; under wing- and tail-

coverts deep black, the edge of the wing smoky-brown, edged

narrowly with white ; bill and feet black. Total length 5*2 in.,

wing 5-6, tail TS.

2 M 2
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There can be no doubt that this Swift is entirely new ; for I

have compared it with the types of C. sabiniisLud C. cassini in the

British Museum. It is obviously distinct from the former, and

from the latter it may be distinguished by the browner upper

surface and the longer tail. But the more striking diflferences

are the colour of the throat, which has not shaft-stripes, all the

feathers being margined viith brown, and the extent of white

on the breast, this being confined to a narrow bar across the

lower part of the abdomen.

The type-specimen was shot by Mr. Ussher himself at Fort

Victoria, Cape-Coast Castle.

173. Cypselus affinis. Gray ; Jard., Contr. Orn. 1849,

p. 5; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1865, p. 603.

A specimen is in Mr. Swanzy^s collection. According to

Dr. Gordon's note as given by Sir W. Jardine (/. c), this spe-

cies is common in Fantee.

174. EuRYSTOMUsGULAius (Vicill.) ; Hartl., J. f, 0. 1855,

p. 360 ; Id., Orn. Westafr. p, 29.

Two specimens in Mr. Ussher's first collection.

tl75. Halcyon BADiA,Verr.; Sharpe, Monogv. Alcedin. pt. 3.

Mr. Ussher sent one specimen of this lovely Kingfisher ; and

he informs me that it is very rare in Fantee, this being the first

one he ever saw.

tl76. Halcyon cyanoleuca (Vieill.) ; Sharpe, Monogr,

Alcedin. pt. 5.

A single specimen in Mr. Higgins's collection.

177. Halcyon MALiMBiCA (Shaw); Sharpe, Monogr. ^/cff/-

in. pt. 7.

Mr. Ussher sent one specimen ; and Mr. Swanzy has two in

his collection.

tl78. Halcyon sENEGALENSis (L.); Sharpe, Monogr. ^/ce^-

in. pt. 7.

Several specimens sent by Mr. Ussher from the Volta.

179. CoRYTHORNis CYANOsTiGMA(Rlipp.) ; Sharpe, Monogr.

Alcedin. pt. 6.

One specimen from the A'olta.
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180. Ceuyle maxima (Pall.) ; Sharpe, Monogr. Alcedin. pt. 6.

One specimen, from the Volta.

181. TocKUS PULCHRiRosTKis(Schl.). Buceros pulckrirostris,

Schl., Netlerl. Tijdscbr. Dierk. i. p. 74, pi. v.

Two specimens, from the Volta. First discovered by Nagtglas.

182. TocKus HARTLAUBi, Gould, P. Z. S., 1860, p. 380.

Buceros nagtglasi, Schl. Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk. i. (1863) p. 57.

Dr. Pinsch drew my attention to the probable identity of

Prof. SchlegeFs Buceros nagtyhsi with the Tockus hartlauhi of

Mr. Gould, as had already been suggested by Mr. Sclater (Ibis,

1863, p. 359). I believe that this view is correct.

tl83. ScHizoRHis AFRicANA (Lath.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 160.

One specimen, sent by Mr. Ussher from the Volta. Never

before obtained, I believe, so far south.

tl84. Barbatulachrysocoma, Temm.; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 173.

One specimen in Mr. Ussher's last collection, from the river

Volta.

185. Barbatula atroflava (Blumenb.) ; Hartl., Orn.

Westafr. p. 172.

One specimen sent by Mr. Ussher. As it was obtained by

Riis in Aguapim, it cannot be said to be new to Fantee.

tl86. CoccYSTEs QLANDARius (L.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 188.

This species has been recorded from Senegambia, there being

specimens in the Paris Museum from this locality {teste Hart-

laub I. c). I have examples of both old and young in my col-

lection from Damara Land, obtained by Andersson ; but it has

never before been met with in Fantee. In Mr. Ussher^s collec-

tion is a young specimen with the primaries rufous. He in-

forms me that the bird is rare, the present example being obtained

by Dr. Hinde on Connor's Hill, Cape Coast, in December 1869.

tl87. CucuLus RUBicuLUs, Swaius. ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 190.
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Two specimens were in the collection received from Mr. Hig-

gins. Dr. Hartlaub (/. c.) identifies a bird from Natal with this

species ; and Mr. Layard (B, S. Afr. p. 248) follows him. But

a comparison of a Natal example in my collection with the

Fantee specimens just received induces me to believe that the

two species are distinct ; for the southern bird is paler in colour

and has a longer wing, while the rufous of the breast extends

to the chin. It is of course possible that a lai'ge series from

both localities would show these differences to be worth nothing

;

but from the evidence in my own collection 1 regard the two

species as distinct.

188. Dendropicus pyrrhogaster (Malh.) ; Hartl., Journ.

f. Orn. 1855, p. 351 Id., Orn. Westafr. p. 180.

One specimen in the collection received Irom Mr. Higgins
;

it has already been obtained in Fantee by Heer Pel.

189. Phjsocephalus gulielmi (Jard.) ; Finsch, Papag. ii.

p. 480. Psittacus gulielmi, Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 167.

A young specimen. Dr. Finsch (/. c.) describes birds from

the Gold Coast in the Leyden Museum, from which locality he

says the species is often brought alive.

tl90. Peristera afra (L.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 197.

Mr. Ussher has sent specimens of both old and young from

the Volta.

tl91. TuRTUR sEMiTORQUATus, Riipp. ; Hartl., Orn. West-

afr. p. 196.

From the Volta.

192. Falco cuvieri, Smith, Qu. Journ. S. Afr. i. (1830)

p. 392. Falco boschi, Schl., Ned. Tijdschr. i. (1863) p. 123.

Mr. Ussher obtained one specimen, on the river Volta.

tl93. TiNNUNCULUsALAUDARius, G. E,. Gray; Hartl., Orn.

Westafr. p. 9.

One specimen in Mr. Ussher^s collection. He writes that it

was shot on Connor's Hill, Cape Coast, by Dr. Hinde, Decem-

ber 1869.

194. Pernis apivorus (L.); Hartl., Journ. f. Orn. 1855,

p. 360; Id., Orn. Westafr. p. 10.
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A beautiful speciuieii was siit by Mr. Usslier. It had beeu

already obtained in Fantee by Heer Pel.

195. Syrnium nuchale, sp. n.

Qu. S. tcoodfordi, Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 21 {nee A. Smith) ?

S. affiiie S. woodtovdi, sed multo saturatius, collo jjostico fasciis

latis albis notato ; i)ectore saturate brunneo, late albo trans-

fascia to.

This bird, which Mr. Gurney agrees with me in considering-

to be undescribed, seems to be the West- African representative

of Sijrninm woodfordi ; and it will be interesting to find out whe-

ther that species occurs in West Africa at all. This would

appear to be the case, if Dr. HartlauVs description (Orn.

Westafr. p. 21) be really taken from a West- African specimen
;

for it agrees with specimens from South Africa in the Norwich

Mut,eum. The piincipal points of distinction between this new

species and the true S. woodfordi are its much darker colour-

ing, the almost entire absence of white on the scapulars, and the

very distinct white bars on the hinder portion of the neck.

tl96. Glareola cinerea, Fras. ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 211.

Two specimens of this rare Pratincole are in Mr. Ussher's

last collection from the Volta.

197. ^5!]gialitis marginatus (Vieill.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 216.

Two specimens in Mr. Ussher's last collection from the VoUa.

Weiss has procured it also on the Gold Coast [teste Hartlaub)

;

and as he collected in Fantee, the species is probably not new to

the locality.

198. Butorides atricapilla (Afzel.) ; Hartl., J. f. 0. 1855,

p. 361 ; Id., Orn. Westafr. p. 223.

One specimen, from the Volta.

199. Ardea schistacea, Licht. ; Hartl., J. f. 0. 1855, p. 361.

One specimen, from the Volta.

t200. Ortygometra angolensis, Hartl., Ibis, 1862, p. 340.

For a specimen of this bird I am indebted to the kindness of
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Dr. Hinde. I find it to be identical with a specimen in Mr.

Monteiro's collection from Angola.

201. Hydrornia porphyrio " (Temm.)", Hartl., Journ. f.

Orn. 1855, p. 357; Id, Orn. Westafr. p. 243.

In Mr. Svvanzy's collection is a specimen of this curious Gal-

linule, which was first discovered by Pel at Elmina.

202. PoDicA SENEGALENSis (Vieill.) j Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. 249.

A specimen of this bird is in Mr. Swanzy's collection. Pel

also obtained it in Ashantee.

203. Phalacrocorax africanus (Gm.) ; Hartl., Orn. West-

afr. p. 260.

One specimen sent by Mr. Ussher from the Volta.

t204. Hydrochelidon fissipes (L.). H. nigra, Hartl., Orn.

Westafr. p. 256.

One specimen in Mr. Swanzy's collection.

XXXVII.

—

Fourth Appendix to a List of Birds observed in

Malta and Guzo. By Charles A. Wright, C.M.Z.S,

268. Sterna caspia. (Caspian Tern.)

On the 21st of May 1869, I visited rort-:Manoel Island; as

soon as I arrived I saw a large Tern flying over the bridge. It

was fearless, and repeatedly approached quite close to the soldiers

on guard, who threw pieces of bread to it, upon which it imme-

diately pounced and swallowed. The men told me that it had

been there for several hours, flying up and down the creek, every

now and then dropping into the water after small fish which

appeared on the surface. 1 longed to make a prize of it ; for I

believed it to be Sterniu caspia, though I had never seen this

beautiful species on the wing before. After waiting more than

half an hour it came within range, and I shot it from my skifi",

when it proved to be what I had expected. It was a magnificent

bird in full summer plumage ; and I afterwards ascertained that

it was a female, wath two eggs in the ovary in an advanced stage

of development. This species has not yet been included among
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